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FINA N CIAl. SECTIO N 



IN D EPEND EN T A UD ITO R 'S R EPO R T 

To the Indigent D efender Board of the 
Thirty-Fourth Judicial District, 

Chalm ette, Louisiana. 

W e have audited the accompanying general purpose financial statem ents that do not 
include a statem ent of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balance - budget and actual, for 

the general fund & the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board (the Board), State of 
1 .ouisiana, as of and for the year ended D ecem ber 31,2000, as listed in the table of contents. These 
general purpose financial statem ents are the responsibility of the Board's m anagem ent. Our 
responsibility is to express an opinion on these general purpose financial statem ents based on our 
audit. 

W e conducted our audit in accordance w ith auditing standards generally accepted in the 
United Slates of Am erica, and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in _Goyernm elg 
_Audilh~ Sta!ldards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards require 
that w e plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the general purpose 
financial statem ents are fi'ee of m aterial m isstatem ent An audit includes exam ining, on a test basis, 
evidence supporting the mnounts and disclosures in the general purpose financial statem ents. An audit 
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estim ates m ade by m anagem ent, 
as w ell as evaluating the overall general purpose financial statem ent presentation. W e believe that our 
audit provides a reasonable basis for our opinion. 

The Board did not adopt a legally required budget and therefore did not present a 
statem ent of revenues, expenditures, and changes in fund balance -budget and actual, for the general 
fund for the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2000. Presentation of such statem ent for the general fund for 
which a budget should have been legally adopted is required by accounting principles generally 
accepted in the United States of Am erica. 
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In our opinion, except for the om ission of the statem ent of revenues, expenditures, and 
changes in fund balance- budget and actual that results in an incom plete presentation, as explained in 
the preceding paragraph, the general purpose financial statem ents referred to in the first paragraph 
present fairly, in all m aterial respects, the financial position of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District 
Indigent D efender Board as of December 31,2000, and the results of its operations for the year then 
ended in conform ity w ith accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of Am erica. 

In accordance with Government AuditingS_(andards, we have also issued a report dated 
M ay 23, 2001 on our consideration of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board's 
internal control over financial reporting and our tests of its com pliance with certain provisions of law s, 
regulations, contracts, and grants. That report is an integral part of an audit performed in accordance 

with Government Auditing Standards and should be read in conjunction with this rcpola in considering 
the results of our audit. 

N ew Orleans, La., 
M ay 23, 2001. 
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Certified Public Accountants 



C O M BIN ED B A I,A N C E SH E E T - 
G E N ER AL FU N D A N D A C C O U N T G R O U I 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board 

Decem ber 3 I, 2000 

A ssets 
Cash 
Due from other governm ental units 
Fixed assets 

Total assets 

A ccount 
Group 

Governm ental G eneral 
Fund Type Fixed 
General Fund A ssets 

$ 7,095 
81,597 

Fund Equity and O ther C redits 
Investm ent in general fixed assets 

Fund balances - unreserved $ 88,692 

Total fund equity and 
other credits 

See notes to financial statem ents 
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$ 10,140 

$ 10,140 

$ 10,140 

$ 10,140 

Exhibit A 

Total 

(M emorandum 
Only) 

$ 7,095 
81,597 
10.140 

$ 98,832 

$ 10,140 
88,692 



C ltA N G E S IN  FU N D B A 1,A N C E - G E N ER A lJ FIIN D 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2000 

R evenues 
Service fees: 

St. Bern ard Parish Sheriff 
O ffi ce of the D istrict Attorney of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 

Grant fees: 
Louisiana Indigent Defender Board 

U se of m oney and property - interest earn ings 

Total revenues 

Expenditures 
G eneral G overnm ent: 

Supplies and m aterials 
Other services and charges 

Contractual services 
Professional services 
Sem inars 

Total expenditures 

Excess of Expenditures O ver R evenues 

Fund Balance 
Beginning of year 

End of year 

See notes to financial statem ents 
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Exhibit B 

$ 150,766 
10,634 

53,385 
421 

215,206 

5,908 

260,139 
3,500 
1.155 

270.702 

(55,496) 

144.188 



N O TES TO FINAN CIAL STATEM ENTS 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board 

December 31,2000 

N ote I - SU M M AR Y O F SIG NIFICANT A CCO UNTIN G PO LICIES 

Exhibit C 

The Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board, established in com pliance 

with Louisiana Revised Statutes 15:144-149, provides counsel to represent indigenls 01eedy 
individuals) in criminal and quasi-criminal cases at the district court level. The judicial 
district encompasses St. Bernard Parish, Louisiana. The Board is com posed of three 
m em bers who are appointed by the district court. Revenues to finance the Board's 
operations are provided prim arily from grants from the State of Louisiana Judicial Branch 
and court costs on fines im posed by the various courts w ithin the district. 

The accounting policies of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District Indigent Defender Board (the 
Board) conform to accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of 
America (GAAP) as applied to governmental units. The Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board (GASB) is the accepted standard-setting body for establishing 
governm ental accounting and financial reporting principles. The follow ing is a sum m ary of 
significanl accounting policies: 

a) Reporting Entity 

For financial reporting purposes, the Board is a part of the district court system of 
the State of Louisiana. How ever, the state statutes that create the Boards also give 
each of the Boards control over all their operations. This includes the hiring and 
retention of employees, authority over budgeting, responsibility for deficits, and the 
receipt and disbursem ent of funds. The Board is financially independent and 
operates autonom ously from  the State of Louisiana and independently fi'om the 
district court system . Therefore, the Board reports as an independent reporting 
entity, and the general purpose financial statem ents include only the transactions of 
the Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board. 
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Exhibit C 

(Continued) 

Nole I - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

b) Fund Accounting 

The Board uses a fund to report on its financial position and the results of its 
operations. Fund accounting is designed to dem onstrate legal com pliance and to aid 
financial m anagem ent by segregating transactions relating to certain govern m ent 
functions or activities. 

A fund is a separate accounting entity with a self-balancing set of accounts. An 
account group, on the other hand, is a financial reporting device designed to provide 
accountability for certain assets and liabilities that are not recorded in funds because 
they do not directly affect net expendable available financial resources. 

G overnm ental Funds 

Governm ental Funds are those through which m ost governm ental functions of the 
Board are financed. The acquisition, use, and balances of the Board's expendable 
financial resources and the related liabilities are accounted for through 
Govern m ental Funds. The m easurem ent focus is upon determ ination of changes in 
financial position, rather than upon net incom e determ ination. The following is the 
G overnm ental Fund of the D istrict: 

G eneral Fund 

The G eneral Fund is the general operating fund of the Board. It is used to 
account for all financial resources and expenditures of the Board except those 
that are required to be accounted for in another fund. 

A ccount G roup 

An account group is used to establish accounting control and accountability. The 
Board's account group is as follows: 

G eneral Fixed A ssets A ccount G roup 

This account group is used to account for all general fixed assets of the Board 
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Exhibit C 

(Continued) 

Note I - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

c) Basis of Accounting 

Basis of accounting refers to when revenues and expenditures are recognized in the 
accounts and reported in the financial statem ents. Basis of accounting relates to the 
tim ing of the m easurem ents m ade, regardless of the m easurem ent focus applied. 

The Governm ental Fund is accounted for using the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting. Its revenues are recognized when they becom e m easurable and 
available as net current assets. Court costs on fines and forfeitures im posed by the 
Board and city courts and A ct 834 bond prem ium fees are recorded in the year they 
are collected by the tax collectors. Interest incom e on investm ents is recorded as 
revenue when the investm ents have m atured and the incom e is available. 
M iscellaneous revenues are recorded as revenues when received in cash by the 
Board because they are generally not m easurable until actually received. 

Expenditures are generally recognized under the m odified accrual basis of 
accounting when the related fund liability is incurred. 

d) Use of Estimates 

The preparation of financial statem ents in conform ity w ith generally accepted 
accounling principles requires m anagem ent to m ake estim ates and assum plions thai 
affect certain reported am ounts and disclosures. A ccordingly, actual results could 
differ from those estim ates. 

e) Operating Budgetary Data 

The Board did not adopt a legally required budget for the general fund for the year 
ended D ecem ber 31,2000. Therefore, the accom panying general purpose financial 
statem ents do not include a statem ent of revenues, expenditures, and changes in 
fund balance-budget and actual, for the general fund. 
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Exhibit C 

(Continued) 

Note 1 - SUM M ARY OF SIGNIFICANT ACCOUNTING POLICIES (Continued) 

f) Accounts Receivable 

The general purpose financial statem ents for the Board contain no allowance for bad 
debts. Uncollectible am ounts due for receivables are recognized as bad debts at the 
tim e inform ation becom es available which would indicate the uncollectibility of the 
particular receivable. These am ounts are not considered to be m aterial in relation to 
the financial position or operations for the fund. 

g) Fixed Assets 

Fixed assets used in govenamcntal fund type operations (general fixed assets) arc 
accounted for in the General Fixed A ssets A ccount Group, rather than in 
govem naental funds. The A ccount Group is not a fund. It is concerned only w ith 
the m easurem ent of financial position. 

It is not involved w ith the m easurem ent of results of operations. N o depreciation 
has been provided on general fixed assets. 

!1) Vacation and Sick Leave 

The Board has no em ployees 

i) Encumbrances 

Encum brance accounting, under which purchase orders, contracts, and other 
com m itm ents are recorded in the fund general ledgers, is not utilized by the Board. 

j) M emorandum Only- Total Column 

The total colum n on the general purpose statem ents - overview is captioned 
m em orandum only to indicate that it is presented only to facilitate financial analysis. 
Data in this colum n does not present financial position or results of operations, in 
conform ity w ith generally accepted accounting principles. N either is such data 
com parable to a consolidation. Interfund elim inations have not been m ade in the 
aggregation of this data. 



N ote 2 - D EPO SITS 

Exhibit C 

(Continued) 

Louisiana state law allows all political subdivisions to invest excess funds in obligations of 
the United States, certificates of deposit of state or national banks having their principal 
offi ce in Louisiana or any other federally insured investm ent. 

State law requires deposits (cash) of all political subdivisions to be fully collateralized at all 
tim es. A cceptable eollateralization includes FD IC insurance and the m arket value of 
securities purchased and pledged to the political subdivision. Obligations of the United 
States, the State of Louisiana, and certain political subdivisions arc allowed as security for 
deposits. Obligations furnished as security m ust be held by the political subdivision or will1 
an unaffiliated bank or trust com pany for the account of the political subdivision. In 
accordance w ith state law all cash was collateralized at D ecem ber 31, 2000. 

D eposits are categorized into three categories of credit risk. 

Category 1 includes deposits covered by federal depository insurance or by collateral 
hem by the Board or its agent in the Board's nam e. 

Category  2 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial 
institution's trust departm ent or its agent in the Board's nam e. 

Category  3 includes deposits covered by collateral held by the pledging financial 
institution or its trust departm ent or agent but not in the Board's nam e and deposits 
which are uninsured or uncollateralized. 

The year end bank balances of deposits and the carrying am ount as shown oll the com bined 
balance sheet are as follows: 

Bank Balances 
Category 

2 3 

Cash $2_$,_6_52 ~~ 

At D ecem ber 31, 2000, cash did not exceed FDIC insurance coverage 

Book 
Ba]ance 

~Lo95 



N ote 3 - DUE FR O M  O TH ER G O VERNM ENTAl. UNITS 

Exhibit C 

(Continued) 

Am ounts due from  other governm ental units at D ecem ber 31, 2000 consisted of the 
follow ing: 

St. Bernard Parish Sheriff 
Office of the District Attorney of the 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 

$13,565 

68,0_ 32 

The am ount due from the St. Bernard Parish Sheriff is for court costs on fines, forfeitures of 
surety bonds in crim inal proceedings and bond fees. The am ount due from the Office & the 
D istrict A ttorney of the Thirty-Fourth D istrict is for bond prem ium fees and bond 
forfeitures. 

N ote 4 - FIX ED A SSETS 

A sum m ary of fixed assets follows 

Equipm ent 
Furniture and fixtures 

Totals 

Note 5 - RISK  M ANA G EM ENT 

B alance 
January 

L 20_o0 AO.iustme_n!s 

$ 8,262 
_ _L8_~! 

$10A53 

B alance 
D ecem ber 
31. 2000 

$ $ 8,262 
_ (13) 1,878 

~_I~L) ~ .~AQ 

The Board is self insured for what m anagem ent believes to be m inim al risks to loss related 
to torts; theft or, dam age to and destruction of assets; errors and om issions; and natural 
disasters. N o claim s were m ade during the year. 



 

Exhibit C 

(Continned) 

N ote 6 - EX PEN D ITU RES N O T IN CLU D ED IN A CC O M PA N Y IN G FINA N CIAl, 
STA TEM ENTS 

The accom panying general purpose financial statem ents do not include certain expenditures 
of the Board which arc paid out of the funds of the St. Bern ard Parish Governm ent. These 
expenditures include the telephone and utilities of the Board. The Parish Governm ent also 
provides office space to the Board. 

N ote 7 - BO A RD  M EM BER S C O M PEN SA TIO N 

M em bers of the Board served without com pcnsation for the year ended D ecember 31,2000 



PECIAL REPO R T O F CERTIFIED PUBLIC A CC O UNTA NTS 



 



conditions involve m atters com ing to our attention relating to significant deficiencies in the design or 
operation of the internal control over financial reporting that

, in our judgment, could adversely affect 
the Board's ability to record, process, sum m arize and report financial data consistent w ith the 
assertions of m anagem ent in the general purpose financial statem ents. The reportable condition is 
described in the accom panying schedule of findings as item 00-2. 

A m aterial weakness is a condition in which the design or operation of one or m ore of 
the intern al control components does not reduce to a relatively low level the risk that m isstatem ents in 
am ounts that would be m aterial in relation to the general purpose financial statem ents being audited 
m ay occur and not be detected within a tim ely period by em ployees in the normal course of 
performing their assigned functions. Our consideration of the internal control over financial reporting 
w ould not necessarily disclose all m atters in the internal control that m ight be reportable conditions 
and, accordingly, w ould not necessarily disclose all reportable conditions that are also considered to 
be m aterial weaknesses. However, we believe the reportable condition described above is not a 
m aterial w eakness. 

This report is intended solely for the inform ation of the Thirty-Fourth Judicial District 
Indigent D efender Board, the State of Louisiana, and the Legislative Auditor for the State of Louisiana 
and is not intended to be and should not be used by anyone other than these specified parties. 

N ew O rleans, La., 
M ay 23, 2001. 

Certified Public Accountants 



SCItEDULE O F FINDING S 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31,2000 

Section I - Sum m ary of A uditor's R esults 

a) Financial Statements 

Type of auditor's report issued: unqualified 

Internal control over financial reporting 

~ M aterial weakness(es) identified? 
~ Reportable condition(s) identified that arc not 

considered to be m aterial w eakness 

__
yes X  no 

_X_X yes __  none reported 

N oncom pliance m aterial to financial statem ents noted? __  yes X~  no 

b) Federal Awards 

The Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board did not receive federal awards 
during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2000. 

Section II - Financial Statem ent Findings 

C om pliance 

00-1 Criteria - Louisiana Revised Statues 39:1301-1314 require the preparation and 
adoption of a budget presenting a com plete financial plan for the general fund. 

Condition - The Board did not adopt the legally required budget for the general 
fund for the year ended Decem ber 31, 2000. 

Questioned Costs - None 

Context - N ot applicable 

Effect - The Board was noncom pliant with state law s concerning budgeting 



Section 11 - Financial Statement Findings (Continued) 

Compliance (Continued) 

00-1 (Continued) 

(Continued) 

Cause - The Board m ade an oversight of state laws affecting budgeting for local 
govern m ent entities. The Board w as not aw are of the recent change in the statues 
until receipt of the Office of the Legislative Auditor's letter dated August 6, 2001 
notifying our auditor that the Board fell w ithin the law s affecting budgeting. 

R ecm nm endation - The Board should com ply w ith the requirem ents of the I,ocal 
Budget A ct. 

V iew s of responsible offi cials of the auditce w hen there is disagreem ent w ith tile 
finding, to time extent practical - N one. 

Internal C ontrol 

00-2 C riteria - Internal controls should be in place that provides reasonable assurance 
that all transactions are being recognized. 

Condition - Only one member of the Board performs the majority of the accounting 
functions of the Board's office. 

Questioned Costs - None 

C ontext - N ot applicable 

Effect - The Board's office has a lack of segregation of duties over financial 
reporting which m ay result in errors and irregularities not being detected in a tim ely 
m anner. 

C ause - A lim ited num ber of qualified Board m em bers to assist in the accounting 
function. 

R ecom m endation - W e recom m end the Board consider having other personnel 
involved in the accounting function, although to em ploy such controls m ay not be 
cost beneficial. 

V iew s of responsible offi cials of the auditee w hen there is disagreem ent w ith tile 
finding, to the extent practical - N one. 



Section Ill - Federal Award Findings and Questioned Cost 

N ot applicable 

(Continued) 



R EPO R TS BY M A N A G EM EN T 



SCH ED ULE O F PRIO R Y EA R FIND IN G S 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board 

For the year ended Decem ber 31, 2000 

Section 1 - Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial to tile G eneral Purpose Financial 
Statem ents 

C om pliance 

N o compliance findings m aterial to the general purpose financial statem ents were noted 
during the year ended Decem ber 31, 1999. 

Internal C ontrol 

N o m aterial w eaknesses w ere noted during the audit for the year ended D ecember 31, 1999 

99-1 R ecom m endation - W e recom m end the Board consider having other personnel 
involved in the accounting function, although to em ploy such controls m ay not be 
cost beneficial. 

M anagem ent's Response - The Board has neither the qualified personnel nor the 
funds to hire additional personnel to assist in the accounting functions. Unresolved, 
see finding 00-2. 

Seelion 11 - Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial To Federal Aw ards 

The Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict Indigent Defender Board did not receive federal awards 
during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 1999. 

Seelion 111 - M anagem ent L etter 

A m anagem ent letter was not issued in connection with the audit for the year ended December 
31, 1999. 



M ANA G EM ENT'S CO RRECTIVE A CTIO N PLAN 

Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict 
Indigent D efender Board 

For the year ended D ecem ber 31,2000 

Section l - Internal C ontrol and Com pliance M aterial to the G eneral Purpose Financial 
Statem ents 

Com pliance 

00-1 Recom m endation - The Board should com ply w ith the requirem ents of the Local 
Budget A ct. 

M anagement's Response - Having been advised that the Board is subject to the 
Local Budget A ct, the Board is in the process of preparing and adopting a budget to 
present a com plete financial plan for the general fund for the year ending December 
31, 2001. 

Intcrual Control 

N o m aterial w eaknesses were noted during the audit for the year ended D ecember 31,2000 

00-2 R ecom m endation - W e recom m end the Board consider having other personnel 
involved in the accounting function, although to em ploy such controls m ay not be 
cost beneficial. 

M anagem ent's R esponse - The Board has neither the qualified personnel nor file 
funds to hire additional personnel to assist in the accounting functions. 

Section 11 - Internal Control and Com pliance M aterial To Federal Aw ards 

The Thirty-Fourth Judicial D istrict Indigent D efender Board did not receive federal aw ards 
during the year ended D ecem ber 31, 2000. 

Section 111 - M anagem ent Letter 

A m anagem ent letter w as not issued in connection with the audit for the year ended December 
31,2000. 


